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§§ 206.102–206.130 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Individual and Family
Grant Programs

§ 206.131 Individual and family grant
programs.

(a) General. The Governor may re-
quest that a Federal grant be made to
a State for the purpose of such State
making grants to individuals or fami-
lies who, as a result of a major dis-
aster, are unable to meet disaster-re-
lated necessary expenses or serious
needs. The total Federal grant under
this section will be equal to 75 percent
of the actual cost of meeting necessary
expenses or serious needs of individuals
and families, plus State administrative
expenses not to exceed 5 percent of the
Federal grant (see paragraph (g) of this
section). The total Federal grant is
made only on condition that the re-
maining 25 percent of the actual cost of
meeting individuals’ or families’ nec-
essary expenses or serious needs is paid
from funds made available by the
State. With respect to any one major
disaster, an individual or family may
not receive a grant or grants under this
section totaling more than $10,000 in-
cluding both the Federal and State
shares. The $10,000 limit will be ad-
justed annually, at the beginning of
each fiscal year, to reflect changes in
the Consumer Price Index for all Urban
Consumers. IFG assistance for damages
or losses to real or personal property,
or both, will be provided to individuals
or families with those IFG-eligible
losses totaling $201 or more; those indi-
viduals with damages or losses of $200
or less to real or personal property, or
both, are ineligible. The Governor or
his/her designee is responsible for the
administration of the grant program.
The provisions of this regulation are in
accordance with 44 CFR Part 13, Uni-
form Administrative Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements to
State and Local Governments.

(b) Purpose. The grant program is in-
tended to provide funds to individuals
or families to permit them to meet
those disaster-related necessary ex-
penses or serious needs for which as-
sistance from other means is either un-
available or inadequate. Meeting those
expenses and needs as expeditiously as

possible will require States to make an
early commitment of personnel and re-
sources. States may make grants in in-
stances where the applicant has not re-
ceived other benefits to which he/she
may be entitled by the time of applica-
tion to the IFG program, and if the ap-
plicant agrees to repay all duplicated
assistance to the State. The grant pro-
gram is not intended to indemnify dis-
aster losses or to permit purchase of
items or services which may generally
be characterized as nonessential, lux-
ury, or decorative. Assistance under
this program is not to be counted as in-
come or a resource in the determina-
tion of eligibility for welfare or other
income-tested programs supported by
the Federal Government, in that IFG
assistance is intended to address only
disaster-related needs.

(c) Definitions used in this section. (1)
Necessary expense means the cost of a
serious need.

(2) Serious need means the require-
ment for an item or service essential to
an individual or family to prevent,
mitigate, or overcome a disaster-re-
lated hardship, injury, or adverse con-
dition.

(3) Family means a social unit living
together and composed of:

(i) Legally married individuals or
those couples living together as if they
were married and their dependents; or

(ii) A single person and his/her de-
pendents; or

(iii) Persons who jointly own the res-
idence and their dependents.

(4) Individual means anyone who is
not a member of a family as described
above.

(5) Dependent means someone who is
normally claimed as such on the Fed-
eral tax return of another, according to
the Internal Revenue Code. It may also
mean the minor children of a couple
not living together where the children
live in the affected residence with the
parent who does not actually claim
them on the tax return.

(6) Expendable items means
consumables, as follows: linens,
clothes, and basic kitchenware (pots,
pans, utensils, dinnerware, flatware,
small kitchen appliances).

(7) Assistance from other means means
assistance including monetary or in-
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